Comments
To date, the tissue destructive behavior of synovial fibroblasts has been thought to be mainly driven by cytokines such as tumor necrosis factor-a and IL-1b that are released from synovial macrophages. The present paper provides a potentially important novel link between resting T cells and synovial fibroblasts in that cocultures of these cells were able to stimulate the synthesis of cytokines, stromelysin and other activation markers in synovial fibroblasts. Unfortunately, not all synovial fibroblasts of patients with RA showed activation by resting T cells; in about 25% of >20 experiments T cells did not induce appreciable cytokine synthesis. Furthermore, no significant differences could be observed between RA fibroblasts, osteoarthritic synovial or dermal fibroblasts. The following points are of interest and should be addressed in future studies. 
